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Air Quality & Public Health

Local air quality is vital to public health because air pollution contributes to a wide range 

of serious health conditions. Pollutants such as nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter 

can aggravate respiratory diseases like asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD), and are linked to heart disease, stroke, and even cancer. Vulnerable 

groups—including children, the elderly, and those with pre-existing health conditions—

are especially at risk. 

Long-term exposure to poor air quality can reduce life expectancy and increase hospital 

admissions. Improving local air quality helps create healthier communities, reduces 

healthcare costs, and enhances overall quality of life for residents.
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Automatic Monitoring 

• Eaglescliffe- NO2, PM2.5, PM10 and Benzene 

• Stockton A1305- NO2 & PM2.5 

• Calibrated every 2- 4 weeks to ensure equipment and data is accurate for use. 

• Data is logged every hour and is available as public information. 

• Data is ratified quarterly. 
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UK Monitoring Netword
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Diffusion Tubes 
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PM & NO2 – Pollutants of Prime Concern
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KS2 Project

• KS2 lesson plan 

• Assembly plan 

• Anti idling signs erected at all schools in the Borough 

• Enforcement to patrol 

• Reviewing legislation with legal following amendments to 

Environment Act 21 regarding anti-idling enforcement provisions. 
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Air Quality Strategy 
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Legal rational for Air Quality Strategys

Local councils in the UK are legally required to manage air quality under Part IV of the 

Environment Act 1995, as amended by the Environment Act 2021. This framework, 

known as Local Air Quality Management (LAQM), mandates councils to regularly review 

and assess air pollution in their areas. 

If national air quality objectives are not met, councils must declare Air Quality 

Management Areas (AQMAs) and develop Air Quality Action Plans (AQAPs). 

Recent updates have strengthened these duties, requiring councils to produce an air 

quality strategy (AQS) and set clear timelines for implementing measures. These 

strategies help embed air quality considerations into planning, transport, and public 

health policies, ensuring a proactive and transparent approach to improving local air 

quality.
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Air Quality Strategy Overview

The Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Air Quality Strategy 2025–2030 outlines a 

proactive approach to maintaining and improving air quality across the Borough. Despite 

current compliance with national standards, the strategy aims to further reduce pollution 

through five key priorities: expanding monitoring and public awareness, implementing 

internal sustainability measures, cutting vehicle emissions, addressing domestic, 

industrial, and agricultural sources, and integrating air quality into planning and 

development. 

Led by Environmental Health and supported by a cross-departmental working group, the 

strategy includes a detailed action plan and annual reporting to DEFRA. It aligns with the 

Council’s Net Zero goals and promotes collaboration, education, and enforcement to 

protect public health and ensure cleaner air for residents, workers, and visitors.
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Key Group Members & Responsibilities

The strategy is overseen and implemented by a multi-departmental Air 

Quality Working Group, with responsibilities distributed across various 

council services:

Lead Department

Environmental Health – Primary responsibility for monitoring, reporting, 

enforcement, and coordination.



This document was classified as: OFFICIAL

27/11/25 12

Supporting Departments & Partners

1. Public Health – Health impact assessments, awareness campaigns, and education.

2. Highways – Traffic management, active travel promotion, EV infrastructure.

3. Fleet Services – Transition to low-emission vehicles, fuel reduction targets.

4. Planning – Integration of air quality into development control and Local Plan.

5. Comms (Communications) – Public engagement, social media, and website 

updates.

6. Events Team – Emission reduction from council events.

7. Licensing – Taxi fleet upgrades and policy enforcement.

8. Digital Transformation – Adoption of technology to reduce travel.

9. Trading Standards – Enforcement against green energy fraud.

10.Learning & Skills – Staff and public training on air quality.

11.Place Development – Built environment improvements and sustainability.

12.Green Infrastructure & Leisure – Tree planting, sustainability initiatives.
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Monitoring, Reporting and Increasing 
Awareness of Air Quality

1.Monitor Nitrogen Dioxide, PM2.5 & PM10 throughout the borough.

2.Expand the air quality monitoring network.

3.Report progress annually via the Annual Status Report.

4.Share data and information via the website and social media.

5.Discuss indoor and outdoor air quality with food businesses.

6.Raise awareness of poor indoor air quality and share best practices.

7.Work with schools to raise awareness and education.

8.Support national campaigns and create local awareness sessions.

9.Engage with allotment owners about bonfire impacts.

10.Create a training course for residents and businesses.
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Strategic Measures

11.Reduce carbon footprint and work towards Net Zero.

12.Develop a corporate travel plan.

13.Expand the Air Quality Working Group.

14.Enhance staff knowledge on air quality.

15.Apply for external funding (e.g. DEFRA grants).

16.Consider air quality in Joint Strategic Needs Assessments.

17.Tackle fraud/mis-selling of green energy products.

18.Implement and explore new digital technology.

19.Produce a Green Fleet and Sustainable Procurement Strategy.

20.Require total life cost for vehicle purchases/leases.

21.Reduce emissions from council events.
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Reduce Emissions from Vehicles

21.Tackle emissions from idling vehicles (strategy, equipment, patrols).

22.Promote internal car lease schemes for low-emission vehicles.

23.Implement Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy.

24.Incentivise electric/hybrid vehicle uptake in taxi trade.

25.Work with bus operators to upgrade fleets.

26.Collaborate with Tees Valley Combined Authority on EV strategy.

27.Reduce emissions from council fleet (electric vehicles, fuel targets).

28.Develop a local implementation plan under Tees Valley Transport Plan.

29.Upgrade Urban Traffic Management Control Systems.

30.Promote active travel.

31.Invest in and monitor new cycle route infrastructure.
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Reduce Emissions from Domestic, Industrial 
and Agricultural Sources

33.Review Smoke Control Boundaries.

34.Investigate and enforce non-compliance in Smoke Control Areas.

35.Ensure retailers display ‘Ready to Burn’ logo on solid fuels.

36.Engage with farming industry to reduce agricultural emissions.

37.Minimise emissions from Part B permitted industrial processes.
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New Developments, Construction and 
Planning

38.Implement a new Local Plan with air quality and sustainability links.

39.Use planning system to minimise emissions from development phases.

40.Develop an Air Quality/Low Emission Technical Advice Note.

41.Ensure chimney stacks for wood burners discharge at appropriate 

heights.

42.Follow new national planning guidance to improve air quality.
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Internal & Public Consultation

Public consultation for the Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Air Quality Strategy 2025–

2030 was achieved through a combination of internal and external engagement. The 

strategy was developed following extensive rounds of internal consultation across 

council departments and services, ensuring cross-sectoral input. Additionally, the council 

conducted consultation with key partners and members of the public, allowing 

stakeholders and residents to contribute to the development of the strategy. This 

collaborative approach helped shape the action plan and ensured that the measures 

included were relevant, feasible, and aligned with community needs. 

The strategy also commits to ongoing monitoring and annual reporting, with progress 

updates made publicly available through the Annual Status Report submitted to DEFRA. 

This transparency ensures continued public engagement and accountability throughout 

the strategy’s implementation period.
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Reporting to Central Government & 
Accountability

Reporting on the Air Quality Strategy will be achieved through a structured and transparent 

process:

•Annual Status Reports (ASRs): Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council will submit yearly ASRs to 

the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA). These reports will detail 

progress on the strategy’s actions, current air quality levels, and trends.

•Public Accessibility: Once approved by DEFRA, the ASRs will be made publicly available via 

the Council’s website, ensuring transparency and enabling residents and stakeholders to track 

progress.

•Internal Monitoring: The Council’s Air Quality Working Group will oversee the implementation 

of the strategy. This group will meet regularly to review progress, ensure accountability, and 

address any emerging issues.

•Review Milestones: The strategy will be formally reviewed at three and five years to assess 

effectiveness, incorporate new legislation or opportunities, and adjust priorities as needed.

This approach ensures ongoing evaluation, public engagement, and continuous improvement.
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Questions From Committee

??????? 
stephen.donaghy@stockton.gov.uk
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