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REPORT TO EXECUTIVE  
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18 NOVEMBER 2025 

 
REPORT OF HEAD OF  

DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 

 

Call In – Residential Children’s Homes 
 

Detail 

The decisions of Cabinet taken on 16 October 2025 in relation to the Powering our Future -

Transformation Review: Children in our Care -Therapeutic Residential Care for Children 

Experiencing Mental Health Challenges and Behavioural Distress have been subject to a 

valid call in. The call in applies to the following decisions: 

 

CABINET RESOLVED 

 

1. Inclusion in the Capital Programme be approved of a scheme to deliver two Council-run 

children’s homes (one solo and one dual) providing three places in total, based on 

current estimated total capital costs of £1.467 million. 

 

2. The Council’s match-funding requirement of £733,500 be met from the existing Council 

Wide Investment Fund approved by Council in February 2025, utilising prudential 

borrowing already authorised within that approval, with associated borrowing costs to be 

met from within Children’s Services budgets through reduced reliance on external 

placements.  

 

3. The Director of Children’s Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Children 

and Young People, the Director of Regeneration and Inclusive Growth, the Chief 

Financial Officer, and the Director of Corporate Services be authorised to: 

a) identify and acquire two suitable properties within the approved budget envelope; 
b) procure and let contracts for design, refurbishment, fit-out and equipment; and 
c) take all necessary steps to register and operationalise the homes in line with the 

grant conditions and regulatory requirements. 
 

The reasons for the validation of the call in relate to the following principles of decision-

making: 

• Proportionality (i.e. the action must be proportionate to the desired outcome) 
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• An explanation of what options have been considered and giving the reasons for 

decisions 

• Clarity and explanation of information provided 

 
The following Members and Officers have been requested to be present at the meeting:  
 

• Relevant Cabinet portfolio holder(s) 

• Ged Morton, Director of Corporate Services (Monitoring Officer) 

• Reuben Kench - Director of Community Services, Environment and Culture 
 
The documents detailed below are attached for consideration by Executive Scrutiny 
Committee: 
 
Call in Form     Appendix 1 
Cabinet Report   Appendix 2 
Decision Record   Appendix 3 
Report of Monitoring Officer  Appendix 4 
 
 
Background Papers 

None 

 
 

Name of Contact Officer: Jonathan Nertney 

Post Title: Head of Democratic Services 

Telephone number: 01642 526312 

Email address: jonathan.nertney@stockton.gov.uk 
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