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REPORT TO EXECUTIVE
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

18 NOVEMBER 2025

REPORT OF HEAD OF
DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

Call In - Outdoor Play Provision

Detail

The decisions of Cabinet taken on 16 October 2025 in relation to outdoor play provision
have been subject to a valid call in. The call in applies to the following decisions:

CABINET RESOLVED

1. The Strategy for Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Outdoor Play Provision 2025 be
approved.

2. The site-specific recommendations, subject to financial approvals of the additional
£150,000 pa contained within the 2026/27 MTFP report to be presented in February
2026 be approved. This would enable 23 Council-owned play areas to be prioritised for
retention, development or redevelopment, ensuring high maintenance standards and
delivering good play value. A further 9 play areas will also be retained subject to
availability of resources, while 11 sites would be subject to phased decommissioning and
repurposing.

3. The series of additional cross-cutting actions relating to the development, design and
management of play provision be noted.

The reasons for the validation of the call in relate to the following principles of decision-
making:

o Due consultation and the taking of professional advice from officers

o An explanation of what options have been considered and giving the reasons for
decisions

¢ Relevant matters have not been ignored

o Clarity and explanation of information provided
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The following Members and Officers have been requested to be present at the meeting:

¢ Relevant Cabinet portfolio holder(s)

o Ged Morton, Director of Corporate Services (Monitoring Officer)
e Reuben Kench - Director of Community Services, Environment and Culture

The documents detailed below are attached for consideration by Executive Scrutiny

Committee:

Callin Form Appendix 1
Cabinet Report Appendix 2
Cabinet Decision Record Appendix 3
Report of Monitoring Officer Appendix 4

Background Papers

None

Name of Contact Officer: Jonathan Nertney

Post Title: Head of Democratic Services
Telephone number: 01642 526312

Email address: jonathan.nertney@stockton.gov.uk
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