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COUNCIL - 24 SEPTEMBER 2025
MEMBER QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Member Question submitted by Clir Jack Miller:-

“Following the recent and damning investigation report by the Local Government &
Social Care Ombudsman in which this council was found to have sent nearly 100
mendacious letters to the families of vulnerable children, saying review meetings
regarding their Educational, Health and Care Plans had taken place, when the council
were aware that they had not, the Ombudsman made several recommendations, one of
which was,

e The Council should consider the report at its full Council, Cabinet or other
appropriately delegated committee of elected members and we will require evidence
of this.

Why did the leader decide that the report should be considered by the Cabinet, rather
than the full Council?”
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QUESTION 2

Member Question submitted by Clir Tony Riordan:-

“Stockton Globe Theatre recently installed a retractable floor. The revolutionary new
flooring allows the auditorium to seamlessly transform from traditional tiered seating to a
completely flat space, opening up possibilities for even more live experiences such as
seated gala dinners and conferences.

Can the Leader confirm that the new retractable flooring system was not funded by the
local taxpayer?”
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QUESTION 3

Member Question submitted by CliIr Niall Innes:-

“At 3.51pm on Wednesday 10th September 2025 the Leader of the Council emailed the
traders in The Shambles to inform them that the building will not be repurposing the
building. At 4pm the same day the Leader of the Council issued a press release on the
Councils Facebook page along the same lines.

Once again members have had to discover the decisions made by the present Labour
Cabinet via social media.

Does the Leader of the think this is now the appropriate method to keep members
updated of their decision making?”
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QUESTION 4

Member Question submitted by Clir Tony Riordan:-

“In September last year the then Council Leader, stated that “productive discussions
with potential tenants" for were ongoing for the £500k plus Debenhams building the
Council had purchased. In November, the Cabinet member for Regeneration and
Housing informed members “I can inform council tonight that the council is in advanced
negotiations with a potential tenant for the rear portion of the ground floor of the
building...”

Can the Leader of the Council confirm members that this is now not the case, and what
is the net cost to date for the local taxpayer?”
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QUESTION 5

Member Question submitted by Clir Marcus Vickers:-

“In 2019 the Cabinet member for Housing and Regeneration said “Whilst owning
Wellington Square will actually make us money that’s not why we’re doing it. The
financial performance for the Wellington Square for 24/25 was an overspend of
£353,000 against the allocated budget.

Does the Leader of the Council acknowledge that the Labour Groups folly of buying up
retail units in Stockton Town Centre using local taxpayers’ money has failed?”
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QUESTION 6

Member Question submitted by ClIr Jason French:-

“Following the previous Conservative Governments’ financial support for our fantastic
Borough, in particular the millions of pounds provided through levelling up funding to

build the museum extension and café at Preston Hall, which have recently opened to
the public.

Can the Leader of the Council provide the details of the consultation that took place with
members to decide on naming the extension and café as ‘The Spence Building’ and
‘The Spence Café?”
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QUESTION 7

Member Question submitted by Cllr Nathan Gale:-

"Could the cabinet member tell us more about the 20 million boost for our communities
in Stockton and Portrack announced by the government?"
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QUESTION 8

Member Question submitted by Cllr Paul Weston:-

"Could the cabinet member update us on the recent exciting news that Stockton has
been named as one of the national health implementation vanguard programme
areas?"
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